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Parent Involvement is all about our working together to make the best educational experience possible
for each and every student. Research shows that  your participation in your child’s education will boost
his or her achievement in school.  At Norterra Canyon, we are committed to treat parents as partners
while keeping lines of communication open and focused on the needs of your student.   Mutual trust and
respect between parents and teachers is required to maintain a positive learning experience. We believe
that your trust in the staff at Norterra Canyon is required to ensure your child’s success.

About the Teacher
I grew up in the Redwoods on the coast of Northern California.  I served four years in the United States
Navy as a jet mechanic working on the flight deck of two Aircraft Carriers. I have a wife and two children:
Kim, Kaleb, and Elijah. We also have a dog named True.

● Grand Canyon University - Bachelors of Science in Elementary Education
● 20 + years of teaching

Seventh Grade Humanities: Integrated Global Studies
(Scientific Revolution & Enlightenment - present)
● Influence of the Scientific Revolution on innovation and the Enlightenment on the concept of rights
● Revolutions around the world such as the American Revolution, French Revolution, Russian Revolution,
the Cultural Revolution (Mao Zedong), and Latin American revolutions
● Global imperialism and its lasting consequences on regional conflict, stability, indigenous peoples, and
human movement, including slavery and involuntary migrations
● Impact of industrialization and the rise of organized labor
● Global depressions
● World War I and World War II including the time period between the wars with the rise of fascism
● Cold War including origins, nuclear deterrence, and outcome
● Global conflicts and their consequences such as the Korean War, Vietnam War, Arab-Israeli Conflict, and
Gulf War
● Government and economic systems such as monarchy, dictatorship, theocracy, oligarchy, aristocracy,
democracy, constitutional republic, anarchy, and capitalism, socialism, and communism including founders,
major tenets, practices, and writings
● Examination of primary and secondary sources including written and oral histories, images, and artifacts

● DVUSD Social Studies Resources for Parents

https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/5393


PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES (PLC’s)
Most Fridays, students will have their full schedule, but shortened classes so teachers are able to
participate in PLC work. PLC work is directly related to the planning, instruction and interventions
teachers implement in the classrooms to ensure that students master the standards.

Role of PLC
A professional learning community is a group of educators that meet regularly and work
Collaboratively to improve teaching practices and the achievement of students. The questions that
drive the work of PLC’s are:

●    What do we want all students to know and be able to do?
●    How will we know if they learn it?
●    How will we respond if some students do not learn?
●    How will we extend the learning for students who are already proficient?

PLC Teams are responsible for collaborating to establish general consistency among the following:
●    Assignments, presentations, products, observations and assessments used to determine

a student's level of performance in relation to grade-level standards.
●    The method and schedule for additional learning opportunities.
●    Due dates, deadlines, and procedures for reassessment.
●    Create opportunities for common scoring of assessments.

HOMEWORK & GRADES
❖ Research provides strong evidence that, when used appropriately, homework is essential for

increasing and reinforcing student learning and achievement for course standards. Homework may
be differentiated to meet the needs of our varied learners. The intent of homework is to practice,
extend learning, and provide opportunities for students to develop critical, independent study skills
and self-discipline for their life-long educational journeys.

❖ Grades are a reporting tool utilized to reflect what a student knows and is able to do in a content
area. We measure achievement, not effort or behavior, in our grading system.

❖ The primary purpose of assessment and grading is to provide detailed feedback to inform and
support student learning.

❖ Learning is a process that takes place over time and at different speeds for different students thus
our standards based grading reflects growth towards mastery of standards.

❖ PowerSchool is an essential resource for parents and students. It is not only a tool for
communication regarding grades, it is a resource for our students and parents to check progress,
missing work, and what is being taught/learned regularly. Please ensure that you and your child
have access (separate accounts) and even sign up for the app and push notifications or weekly email
updates as an option in PowerSchool.

In 3rd through 8th grades students may earn the academic recognition of Principal's List or Honor Roll:
Principal’s List
★ All 4’s (including special area and other elective courses)
★ No Incompletes
★ No U’s (unsatisfactory) or N’s (Needs Improvement) for Citizenship grades

Honor Roll
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★ All 3’s and 4’s (including special area and other elective courses)
★ No Incompletes
★ No U’s or N’s for Citizenship grades

At the end of each quarter, the 8 point IBMYP grade will be converted to the DVUSD 4 point scale.

WHY STANDARDS BASED GRADING?
Parents
● Progress reports are less mysterious and have more meaning
● Parents are aware of exactly what their child knows, is able to do, and next steps for progress
● Parents know in what areas their child needs more support
● Parents are empowered to increase their child's confidence and help their student set goals

Students
●     Learning targets are clearly defined and aligned with state standards.
●     Students are offered multiple opportunities and ways through which to demonstrate

proficiency
●     Students monitor their own progress toward the achievement of specified targets
●     Specific feedback on progress helps build self-esteem, pride, and motivation

Teachers
●     Teachers know exactly where students stand in their progress toward learning targets and

what support needs to be provided
●     Teachers of the same courses have aligned expectations and standards
●     Assessment results help teachers determine when students need extra help and when they need

more challenging work

PROCEDURES FOR RE-ASSESSMENTS AND LATE WORK
Learning is a journey that is often not linear. Some students learn content and skills quickly while others
may require more time or feedback in order to learn. The primary objective of grades is to report where a
student is in the learning process, regardless of how much time or effort the student needs to get there.
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Retake Policy
For a student to qualify for a retake the student must complete all work up to the unit assessment. All
missing or incomplete work must be completed by the day of the original unit assessment.

Late Work Policy
There is no grade penalty for late work, and all work within a unit will be accepted up to the unit
assessment. However, it is in the student’s best interest to stay on top of their nightly/weekly
homework assignments as concepts continually build upon each other and it is difficult to catch up.

Please remember that during the grading period IB scores will look different than the end of quarter
grades. IB grades work on the scales detailed below.

For Formative Assessments:

● These are the grades that let students know how well they understand the content as they
PRACTICE to prepare for the summative assessment.

● You will see at least one progress grade entered per content area each week.
● The progress scores are just practice for students to know how they are developing the skills and

knowledge needed for the summative. To hold students accountable, formative assessments truly
are preparation for the summative.
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For Summative Assessments:

● Final grades at the end of a unit
● Scored 0-8 based on Subject Area Rubric
● IB Grades will be converted into the District 0-4 grading system at the end of the quarter

STUDENTS ROLE IN LEARNING
As students grow and become self-directed in learning about themselves as a learner, they have to analyze
their own study habits.  They will need to figure out what actually works for them to  retain the new
knowledge they are gaining and use those strategies to support their learning. Citizenship grades on the
report cards and the PRIDE Card in grades 6-8 reflect student effort and behavior and are completely
separate from their academic grades.

PRIDE CARDS
● Each quarter students are given a PRIDE Card that records positive behaviors like self management

or caring on one side.
● On the reverse side of the PRIDE Card,  behaviors that hurt student achievement - such as disruptive

talking or not being prepared for class - are recorded.
● At the end of the quarter students with twice as many positive behaviors will be invited to join in a

celebration. In previous years we have gone to the movie theatre and done escape rooms for that
PRIDE Card Celebration.

● Missing assignments are also recorded on the infraction side of the PRIDE card. Once a student has
earned 5 missing assignments, they will be assigned an after school homework recovery session of
one hour after school. Parents will be notified if their child earns a homework recovery.

● Please look at your child’s agenda and PRIDE card nightly/weekly to stay in the loop with your
child’s behavior.

NORTERRA CANYON COMMUNICATION PROTOCOL
Teacher Communication
If you or your child needs to communicate with any of the 7th grade teachers, please use our
DVUSD email(s) as that is the best way to communicate with us.

thomas.deming@dvusd.org Humanities
christine.hartford@dvusd.org Math
chelsea.lane@dvusd.org Science
stacy.mahoney@dvusd.org ELA
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The four core teachers will send regular updates to both parents and students. We will send the
update as a grade level in order to minimize the amount of emails you receive.

Student’s Safety
If a child’s safety or school-wide safety is a concern, please contact the front office or a staff member
immediately.  All Pirate Staff members work together to ensure the safety of all students.  If you have any
questions or concerns about my classroom, please contact me by email or by calling the office and leaving
a message.  Attached is a link to our campus communication protocol.
NC Communication Levels

Academic Honesty Policy
NC Academic Honesty Policy

Cell Phones, Computers, and Other Electronic Devices
A reminder that cell phones should be off and in the student’s backpack unless they have direct permission
to use their cell phone in class to assist with academics. We tell the students “off and away all day.”

Cell phones will be confiscated and proper procedures followed as outlined in the student handbook.

Chromebooks must ONLY be used as directed by the teacher and for academic purposes. Please stress to
your students to take good care of their chromebook. If a chromebook is damaged please alert the teacher.
Families are responsible for damages incurred by their student(s).

Misuse of technology will be documented on the PRIDE card as an infraction and could result in the
student losing their privilege of using their Chromebook.

FOOD & DRINK

Only water bottles are allowed within the classroom. Food brings unwelcome guests such as ants and
cockroaches.
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